
Identification and Enrolment of Sex Workers in Sikkim 

The Office of the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), Sikkim, in collaboration with the Sikkim 
State AIDS Control Society (SSACS), has undertaken a significant initiative to ensure the 
enrolment of all sex workers in the state as voters. This initiative aligns with the Election 
Commission of India's commitment to inclusivity and aims to provide every eligible citizen 
with the right to vote without prejudice or stigma. 

Confidentiality Measures 

Given the sensitive nature of this initiative, the process of identifying and enrolling sex 
workers is conducted with the highest level of confidentiality. The names and addresses of 
individuals remain strictly confidential, with communication restricted to designated 
officers and authorized representatives from SSACS. This ensures that the privacy of 
individuals is protected throughout the enrolment process. 

Identification and Enrolment Process 

The identification of potential voters is facilitated through data provided by SSACS. 
However, enrolment is carried out only after obtaining explicit consent from the 
individuals. The process prioritizes discretion and sensitivity, ensuring that no individual 
faces discrimination or stigma while exercising their fundamental right to vote. As of 
February 3, 2024, the total number of sex workers registered in the state is 135.  

Commitment to Inclusivity 

The Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Sikkim, remains dedicated to working alongside 
SSACS to continually offer this special service. Sex workers who choose to enrol will have 
access to all facilities and benefits provided by the Election Commission of India, similar to 
every other voter in the nation. This initiative reinforces the principle of universal suffrage 
and ensures that marginalized communities are empowered through the electoral process. 

Supreme Court's Order on Voter ID and Aadhaar 

In alignment with the Supreme Court’s order to ensure equal rights for marginalized 
communities, the Court has directed that sex workers should be provided with voter IDs 
and Aadhaar cards, even in the absence of traditional documents. This order ensures that 
individuals who may not possess conventional identification documents can still access 
their rights and participate fully in the electoral process. The implementation of this 
directive is a vital step towards enabling sex workers to be recognized as eligible voters, 
reinforcing their right to equality and dignity. 



Conclusion 

This initiative marks a crucial step toward inclusive democracy by recognizing and 
addressing the challenges faced by sex workers in exercising their voting rights. Through 
ongoing collaboration with SSACS and adherence to strict confidentiality protocols, the 
CEO, Sikkim, is committed to ensuring that every eligible voter, regardless of their 
profession, has the opportunity to participate in the democratic process without fear or 
discrimination. 

 


